
Case 12

58 year old Chinese female.

Right breast wide excision was performed for a prior core 

biopsy diagnosis of ‘papillary neoplasm with cytological 

atypia’ in a right breast tumour.
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Invasive EPC



Case 12~ Diagnosis

Right breast wide excision:
Encapsulated papillary carcinoma, grade 1, 

78mm.
Invasive ductal carcinoma, grade 1, 3mm, ER+ 

PR+, cerbB2-.
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Encapsulated papillary carcinoma 
with invasion

• Only the invasive component is sized and staged.

• Defined as tumour infiltrating beyond the fibrous capsule.

• Need to distinguish from entrapped epithelial elements 
within the fibrous capsule or areas of sclerosis.

• Invasive carcinoma can be NST, cribriform, mucinous etc.

• Receptors may differ between the EPC and its invasive 
component.



Papillary breast lesions

Defined as a group of neoplasms composed of 
papillary fronds covered by epithelial cells, 
invested by fibrovascular cores.



Papillary breast lesions ~ 
the spectrum

• Intraductal papilloma
• With ADH and DCIS

• Papillary ductal carcinoma in situ

• Encapsulated papillary carcinoma

• Solid papillary carcinoma

• Invasive papillary carcinoma

• Tumours which may have papillary architecture ~
• Adenomyoepithelioma

• Tall cell carcinoma with reversed polarity 

with invasion
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