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NEW APPOINTMENTS 

Key Leadership Appointments 

Assoc Prof  Wong Kok Seng  

Deputy Chief Executive Officer (Clinical 

Services) 

SingHealth Community Hospitals 

Assoc Prof Ho Sun Sien Henry 

Senior Consultant and Head 

Department of Urology 

Singapore General Hospital 

Clinician Leadership Appointments  

Assoc Prof Goh Yeow Tee 

Deputy Group Director, Research 

(Research Integrity, Compliance & Ethics)

(RICE) 

SingHealth 

Dr Toh Song Tar 

Head 

SingHealth Duke-NUS Sleep Centre 

Ms Margaret Lee Mui Pheng 

Chief Executive Officer  

SingHealth Community Hospitals 

Prof Kenneth Kwek  

Chief Executive Officer 

Singapore General Hospital 

Prof Alex Sia 

Chief Executive Officer 

KK Women’s and Children’s Hospital 

Adj Assoc Prof Ng Kee Chong 

Chairman, Medical Board 

KK Women’s and Children’s Hospital 

Adj Asst Prof Chan Yoke Hwee 

Chairman, Division of Medicine 

KK Women’s and Children’s Hospital 

Assoc Prof Ng Wai Hoe 

Deputy Group Chairman, Medical Board 

SingHealth 

A well-respected and visionary clinician-leader, Prof Ang Chong Lye has led 

Singapore General Hospital (SGH) for the past nine years. He transformed 

SGH’s clinical services, research and education, and spearheaded numerous 

IT initiatives to enhance the hospital’s integration, safety and operational 

efficiency. On 1 May 2017, Prof Ang will be passing the leadership baton to 

Prof Kenneth Kwek, currently Deputy Chief Executive Officer (DCEO), 

SGH. Prof Kwek will relinquish his appointment as CEO, KK Women’s 

and Children’s Hospital (KKH) on the same date.  

 

We are very thankful to Prof Ang for his sterling leadership at SGH.   
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NEW DEVELOPMENTS  

ONE STOP SHOP FOR CLINICAL EVALUATION OF VACCINE & DRUGS 

The Tanoto Foundation made a generous contribution to-

wards the setting up of the Viral Research and Experimental 

Medicine Centre @ SingHealth Duke-NUS (ViREMiCS). Vi-

REMiCS aims to accelerate the translation of drugs and vac-

cines to reduce the time needed for new drugs and vaccines to 

reach those in need during epidemics and outbreaks. It is the 

first academic research facility in Singapore to provide ISO-

accredited molecular tools to develop new vaccines and drugs 

for patient and acts as a one stop shop for academia and in-

dustry partners to conduct pre-clinical to early phase clinical 

evaluation of vaccines and drugs.   

 

ViREMiCS is led by Associate Professor Jenny Low, a clini-

cian-scientist and Senior Consultant from Singapore General 

Hospital's (SGH) Department of Infectious Diseases and Pro-

fessor Ooi Eng Eong, Deputy Director of Duke-NUS Medi-

cal School's Emerging Infectious Diseases Programme.   

(From left to right) Prof Patrick Casey, Senior Vice Dean of Duke-

NUS Medical School; Prof Ivy Ng, Group CEO of SingHealth; Ms 

Tinah Bingei Tanoto, Founder and Trustee of Tanoto Foundation; Ms 

Belinda Tanoto, Member of the Tanoto Foundation Board of Trustees; 

Assoc Prof Jenny Low and Prof Ooi Eng Eong, co-directors of ViRE-

MiCS. 

Credits: Tomorrow’s Medicine 

BUILDING A COMMUNITY OF CARE 

On 26 April 2017, SingHealth Regional Health System (RHS) 

and Kreta Ayer-Kim Seng constituency launched the Com-

munity of Care programme which aims at enhancing health 

and social care for elderly residents in Chin Swee Road and 

Banda Street who have complex medical conditions post-

discharge and face social issues such as loneliness and finan-

cial difficulties. Patients who benefit from this programme are 

first identified by SGH’s multi-disciplinary care team before 

they are discharged. SGH then works with Temasek Founda-

tion Cares – Care Close to Home team to put together a per-

sonalized post-discharge care plan and deliver it to the pa-

tients in their own homes. The Care Close to Home team 

offers services such as health checks, packing of medication 

and providing caregiver training to helps/family members. 

Currently more than 260 patients benefit from this pro-

gramme and key partners include the Agency for Integrated 

Care, Kreta Ayer Seniors Activity Centre and general practi-

tioners in Chinatown.   

Mr Wong Ah Ann, one of the beneficiaries of the Community of Care 

programme, received a special home visit in the morning of the launch of 

Community of Care programme.  

(L-R): Dr Lily Neo, MP for Jalan Besar GRC (Kreta Ayer - Kim 

Seng); Stephanie Lam, Nurse and Patient Navigator from SGH; 

Helen Alburque'V, Community Nurse, Agency for Integrated Care; 

Assof Prof Lee Kheng Hock, Director of SGH's Office of Integrated 

Care; Dr Amy Khor, Senior Minister of State for Health; Prof Ivy Ng, 

SingHealth Group CEO. 

 

Credits: Tomorrow’s Medicine 

Upcoming PGMI Afternoon talks:  

1) Understanding Basic Health Insurance – CPF Insurance Schemes,  

 20 September 2017, (Wed), 4pm—5.30pm  

2)  Introduction to Personal Investing (Major Financial Products) 

 8 November 2017 (Wed), 4pm—5.30pm 
 

For more information and to register, please email shirley.au.s.w@sgh.com.sg.  
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NEW DEVELOPMENTS  

NEW PARTNERSHIP: THE GOVERNMENT OF NEPAL & SINGHEALTH 

On 3 May 2017, the Government of Nepal and SingHealth 

launched their partnership to train train 560 Nepalese hospital 

leaders, clinician-specialists, nurses and allied health profes-

sionals in post-disaster recovery. The three-year training pro-

gramme aims to equip participants with the expertise to man-

age emergencies after a disaster to ensure timely response and 

recovery, as well as develop disaster response systems and 

protocols to ensure strong governance and preparedness. The 

programme is supported by almost S$600,000 in grand fund-

ing from Temasek Foundation International and to further 

multiply the impact of the training, 20 clinician specialists will 

be trained in Singapore as master trainers after completion of 

the programme. They will in turn train 750 other healthcare 

professionals in Nepal. Training will commence in June, con-

ducted by a multidisciplinary team of doctors, nurses and al-

lied health professionals from Singapore General Hospital.   

The three-year programme was launched in Nepal on 3 May 2017 by 

Honourable Minister Gagan Kumar Thapa, Ministry of Health, Nepal 

and Dr Mohamad Maliki Bin Osman, Senior Minister of State, 

Ministry of Defence and Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Singapore 

 

Credits: Tomorrow’s Medicine 

3.5 years of planning and over 700 meetings have been conducted with 45 user groups to gather their inputs for the 

Outram Community Hospital (OCH). A mock-up of the OCH ward was also built on site to facilitate inputs and to re-

ceive feedback. Representatives from the user groups, patients and key community partners were  invited to view and 

share their feedback to ensure that OCH is truly patient-centric!   

We are always looking for ways to improve and engage our alumni members. If you have any suggestions or ideas for 

newsletter contents or alumni events, know anyone who would like to contribute to the newsletter, please let us 

know!  Email your suggestions and contributions to shirley.au.s.w@sgh.com.sg.  
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EVENTS OVERVIEW 

As an effort to increase awareness for Eating Disorders (ED) 

week, the multidisciplinary team and patients from the ED pro-

gramme put together this enchanting installation of dream ca-

ters at the Bowyer Block corridor. The dream catchers symbol-

ize the hopes and dreams of the  hopes and dreams of clini-

cians, patients and family members who yearn to put a stop to 

these ‘living nightmares’.   

ARTS@KKH 
The multi-talented students from East View Primary were back 

on 28 Mar 2017 at KKH to put up their third Arts@KKH per-

formance. The students from the Dance Club wowed the 

crowd with their moves for ‘Can’t stop the feeling’ and the 

Choir and Music Interest Club with their rendition of ‘Hakuna 

Mattata’, ’One Single Light’ and ’STARZ Medley’.     

 

Arts@KKH is held either once or twice a month in the after-

noons at KH Women’s Tower Podium at Level 1.   Photo credits: KKH Facebook 

LAUNCH OF WOMEN IN SCIENCE 
On 21 Mar 2017, SingHealth Duke-NUS AMC launched the 

Women in Science (WinS) Network to nurture and empower 

women researchers across the cluster to succeed in their scien-

tific career. The network will connect women researchers in 

SingHealth and Duke-NUS by organizing targeted training 

workshops for professional development, encouraging net-

working and peer support, facilitating social events in the com-

munity and building mentoring relationships between senior 

and junior women clinician researchers.   

 

Female researchers who are interested to be part of the Net-

work and wish to subscribe to the Network’s communication 

materials may email  ocs.amri@duke-nus.edu.sg.   
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EVENTS OVERVIEW 

SPECIAL TREAT FOR SKH’S CONSTRUCTION TEAM 

To thank the construction team at Sengkang Health (SKH) 

for  putting in the countless hours of hard labour in building 

the Sengkang General and Community Hospitals, the SKH 

team delivered lunch boxes to the construction workers and 

set up a photo booth for the workers to bring home photo 

mementos. 5,000 workers are working on the construction 

site towards the 2018 completion and SKH CEO Professor 

Christopher Cheng shared, "Our construction team led by 

Penta-Ocean has played an integral role in the building of our 

Sengkang General and Community Hospitals as it prepares to 

serve the residents of northeast and for generations to come. 

We hope that when completed, they will be proud of what 

they have built and see the fruits of their labour." 

 

"While it was a small gesture, seeing the many happy faces 

when they received the lunch boxes was enough for us."   
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On 8 April 2017, our clinician colleagues gathered at the 

Grand Ballroom, Ritz Carlton for the annual tradition SGH 

Lecture and Formal Dinner. The SGH Lecture, a highlight of 

the Formal Dinner, has become a prestigious forum for some 

of the most prominent global and local leaders to share with 

us their valuable insights on a diverse range of topics 

spanning scientific research, healthcare, education and 

globalization.  

 

This year, we are honoured to have Dr Ng Eng Hen, Minister 

of Defence to grace our event and deliver the 24th SGH 

Lecture—An Ode to SGH – Giving Hope for Generations.  

He shared that as healthcare professionals, we give the most 

important gift of all – Hope. 

 

"Hope not only to those who receive their care, but also to 

this generation and the next, by continually raising high 

standards for medical care. Nothing is constant in medicine 

and it is such “divine discontent” that drives all medical 

practitioners to find better treatments for patients."   

Credits: Tomorrow’s Medicine 
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AROUND THE CAMPUS 

SGH 22ND ANNUAL SCIENTIFIC MEETING 
The SGH 22nd Annual Scientific Meeting (ASM) was held on 

7—8 April 2017 at the SGH Campus. Themed ‘Research for 

Better Patient Outcomes’, the meeting drew over 220 abstract 

submissions by staff from the various SingHealth institutions 

and students from Duke-NUS Medical School. The meeting 

was graced by Dr Lam Pin Min and concluded with the 

presentation of the SGH 22nd ASM Awards at the Formal 

Dinner on 8 April 2017.   

Categories Best Poster Award 
Young Investigator’s  

Award 
Outstanding Research  

Award 

Basic/Translation  
Research  

 Dr Yu Na, 
Restorative Dentistry, 
NDCS 

 Ms Qiu Xuan,  
Surgery ACP,  
SGH 

 Dr Fan Xiubo 
Clinical Translational 
Research,  
SGH 

Clinical  
Research 

 Dr Daw Aye Aye Thike, 
Anatomical Pathology, 
SGH 

 Dr Daniel SW Ting,  
SERI,  
SNEC 

 Dr Cheung Ning,  
SERI,  
SNEC 

Health Services  
Research 

 Dr Low Lian Leng 
Family Medicine and 
Continuing Care,  
SGH 

 Dr Ho Fu Wah Andrew,  
SingHealth Emergency 
Medicine Residency  
Programme,  
SingHealth 

 A/Prof Tahul Malhotra,  
Health Services and Sys-
tems Research and Cen-
tre for Ageing Research 
and Education,  
Duke-NUS Medical 
School 

Allied Health  Mr Gea Chong Jin,  
Clinical Pathology,  
SGH 

 Ms Poon Lian Li Cheryl,  
Physiotherapy,  
SGH 

 Ms Cai Yiying, 
Pharmacy,  
SGH 

Nursing  Ms Fazila Binte Abu  
Bakar Alowen,  
Nursing Division,  
SGH 

 Ms Lim Mei Ling,  
Nursing Division,  
SGH 

 Ms Usanee  
Chotphoksap,  
Nursing Division,  
SGH 

Transplantation  
Medicine 

Not Applicable  Ms Lim Rou Wei,  
Pharmacy,  
SGH 

 Dr Kua Ee Hsiang  
Jonah,  
Plastic, Reconstructive & 
Aesthetic Surgery,  
SGH 

6 
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SHARING BEST PRACTICES BEYOND BORDERS 
Organised by the Singapore Nurses Association, more than 

200 nurse leaders from 10 Asian countries gathered in SGH 

Campus for the inaugural Temasek Foundation International 

@ 10 Asia Nurse Leaders Forum on 10—12 April 2017. The 

nurse leaders, nurse educators and specialist nurses from Chi-

na, Sri Lanka, India, Bhutan , Nepal, Indonesia, Vietnam, My-

anmar, Thailand, Cambodia and Singapore gathered to ex-

change ideas and best practices at the Forum.  

 

They are some of the 3,200 nurse leaders and specialists in 

Asia who have been trained by clinicians from SingHealth, 

National Healthcare Group, as well as experts from tertiary 

education institutes in Singapore, TF Int'l's nursing capability 

programmes since 2007. 

 

The forum  was part of a series of forums and networking 

programmes marking TF Int'l's  tenth year of partnerships in 

building capabilities in Asia and beyond.   

Official opening of Temasek Foundation International @ 10 Asia 

Nurse Leaders Forum 2017. The Forum was officially opened by Dr 

Amy Khor, Senior Minister of State for Health and Environment and 

Water Resources. 

 

Credits: Tomorrow’s Medicine 

EVENTS OVERVIEW 

AROUND THE CAMPUS 

2017 HAND HYGIENE DAY 
On 5 May 2017, SGH and SingHealth celebrated World Hy-

giene Day with events and activities throughout the campus. 

SingHealth’s Hand Hygiene mascot, designed by KKH Senior 

Nurse Manager Shen Haiying, winner of the mascot design 

contest was unveiled.  

 

The mascot highlights the most important points in hand hy-

giene procedure: The 7 steps of handwashing and the 5 key 

moments of hand hygiene using hand rub or hand wash to 

prevent infections; all in the name of Target Zero-

Harm, the common goal in ensuring our patients receive the 

care they deserve – safe care. 

 

The mascot will be placed at various locations through-

out SingHealth institutions and polyclinics to remind staff and 

patients the importance of good hand hygiene.   

Activities conducted around the campus to celebrate Hand Hygiene Day. 

 

Credits: SingHealth Facebook 

REGISTRATION IS OPEN! 
 

Division of Surgery GP Symposium 
SGH Division of Surgery is holding a series of surgical talks and GP engage-
ment forum to share with you these new developments and treatments.  
 

Date:  Sat, 19 August 2017 
Time:   1.00pm — 4.10pm 
Venue: SGH Blk 6 Level 1, Learning Space Room 4/5 
 

For more info and to register, please email pgmi.gpcme@sgh.com.sg.  
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CAMPUS FELLOW FORUM  
Dr Sivakumar Homathy, a SGH clinical fellow from Sri Lanka 

kick started this year’s first Campus Fellow Forum with an 

animated presentation about her attachment experience at 

SGH.  Dr Homathy shared that she enjoyed her attachment 

with the Dept of Clinical Pathology very much, often taking  

part and attending in various campus events and activities 

such as the monthly Campus Wide Clinical Meeting, talks 

conducted by SGH Work-Life department and the Sing-

Health Duke-NUS Scientific Congress etc.  

 

The forum was well received, with doctors, fellows and fel-

lowship teams  from various SingHealth institutions attending 

the event. The event is also supported by colleagues from 

Singhealth International Collaboration Office (ICO).  The 

next Campus Fellow Forum will be held on Friday, 16 June 

2017  

Top: Dr Homathy with her colleagues from the Dept of Clinical Pathology 

and  Prof Hwang Nian Chih, Director of PGMI 

Bottom, from left to right: Dr Jain Sachin Ramesh (SGH Clinical Fellow, 

India), Dr Kamal Kishor Gupta (SGH Observer, India), Dr Syed Imran 

Bukhari (SGH Clinical Fellow, Pakistan) and Dr Nazar Faisal Ali 

Saled Sabra (KKH Clinical Fellow, UAE); ICO team with fellows from 

Philippines 

PGMI AFTERNOON TALKS 
Since the launch of PGMI Afternoon Talks, the talks have 

been very well received. We invited Ms Rachel Lee a qualified 

Naturopath from Southern Cross University (SUC) who have 

undergone postgraduate studies in Integrative Therapies and 

Herbal Pharmaceutics from The University of Sydney to pre-

sent on Healthy Living and Detoxification on 11 Jan 2017. 

Participants get to understand what is detox and what it 

means to detox from the inside out.  

 

We also invited Mr Patrick Ker, Senior Principal Occupation-

al Therapist, SGH and Director of SGH Postgraduate Allied 

Health Institute to present on Office Ergonomics on 15 Mar 

2017. Participants learnt more about the common injuries due 

to poor ergonomics and how to set up an ergonomic-friendly 

work-station.  

 

The third PGMI afternoon talk on Helping Individuals in 

Crisis was presented by Mr Koh Chee Wai, Principal Medical 

Social Worker, SGH on 31 May 2017. He shared with partici-

pants how to identify stress responses and  how to provide 

initial help for persons in distress.  

 

The next PGMI Afternoon Talk— Helping Understanding 

Basic Health Insurance – CPF Insurance Schemes, will be 

held on 20 September 2017 at Academia. For more infor-

mation, please email shirley.au.s.w@sgh.com.sg.   

Speaker & participants at the 

PGMI Afternoon talks.  

8 
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SGH Alumni Talk: Helping Individuals in Crisis  
Join us at this talk by Mr Koh Chee Wai, Principal Medical Social Worker, 
SGH, to learn how you can support individuals who are experiencing emotion-
al difficulties due to compassion fatigue, burnout, work-related stress or per-
sonal problems. For more information, please email shirley.au.s.w@sgh.com.sg.  

KKH Respiratory and Allergy Symposium  
You’re invited to attend the KKH Respiratory and Allergy Symposium for 
Asthma Shared Care Partners and Healthcare Practitioners – a programme that 
facilitates collaboration of community physicians and paediatricians, with an 
aim to provide optimal care of asthma and atopic conditions in children. For 
more information, please visit www.kkh.com.sg/events.  

Cataract and Comprehensive Ophthalmology & Oculoplastic Update for 
Family Physicians   
This session will run through some of the common eye problems and provide 
Family Physicians a more in-depth understanding of these common conditions 
and the latest advances in treatment available. Registration will close on 13 May 
2017.  For more information, please email meet@snec.com.sg.  

Inaugural Paediatric Ear Workshop 
The Inaugural Paediatric Ear Workshop that will take place on 2 and 3 June 

2017 at the KK Women’s and Children’s Hospital. Our panel of internationally 

and locally renowned speakers will deliver an exciting and information packed 

programme that consists of management strategies and up-to-date surgical tech-

niques for various ear deformities and hands-on practical experience in microtia 

and BAHA. For more information, please visit www.kkh.com.sg/events.  

NHCS Heart Care Symposium - Heart Failure  
Have questions on managing cardiac cases? Fret not! This symposium will give 
you one-to-one face time with cardiologists from NHCS. Topics include 
‘Echocardiography in Heart Failure’, ‘Update on the Pharmacological Therapy 
of Heart Failure’, ‘Device Therapy for Heart Failure’ and ‘Managing Comorbid-
ities in Heart Failure’. For more information, please email nhcc-
me@nhcs.com.sg.  

UPCOMING  

EVENTS  

MAY  
27TH  

31ST  

JUNE 
2ND 

16TH  Campus Fellow Forum 
This forum aims to provide a platform for foreign doctors who are currently 

pursuing clinical attachments to share with campus doctors on their learning 

experiences. At this forum, we also have a Welcome and Network Lunch for 

foreign Doctors, Nurses and Allied Health Professionals pursuing their training 

at SingHealth Institutions. To register, kindly email 

pgmi.fellowships@sgh.com.sg by 13 June 2017. 
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4th Respiratory Care Symposium 2017 
The symposium offers continuing education focused on paediatric and neonatal 
patients and includes topics in both patient safety and increase their didactic 
knowledge regarding pulmonary and critical care. Registration closes on 16 June 
2017 (Friday). Seats are confirmed on a first-come, first-served basis. For more 
information, please visit www.kkh.com.sg/events.  

Singapore Neonatal Resuscitation Course (Recertification)  
This half day recertification course targets Medical, Nursing and Allied Health 

Staff holding an expired Singapore Neonatal Resuscitation Course Certification. 

If, however, more than 6 months have elapsed since the expiry, participants are 

required to take the full course again. For more information, please email 

pgmi.courses@sgh.com.sg.  

Allergy Public Forum 
Organised by SGH Allergy Centre, this forum will cover topics on ‘Stop the 
Itch! Coping with Atopic Eczema’, ‘Is My Drug Allergy Real?’, ‘The Myths and 
Truths of Food Allergy’ and ‘Allergic Rhinitis and Asthma’. To register, call 6576 
7658 from Monday to Friday (9.30am to 5.30pm) or email your name and con-
tact details to public.forum@sgh.com.sg.   

Singapore Neonatal Resuscitation Course  
This workshop, accredited by the National Resuscitation Council of Singa-pore 
integrates the principles of neonatal resuscitation and the basic skills of resuscita-
tion. Participants will be equipped with the knowledge and skills of neonatal re-
suscitation, be able to translate written guidelines into effective action through 
simulated resuscitation and have an opportunity to use an interactive simulator 
manikin with realistic newborn traits and lifelike clinical feedback.  

An Update in OBGYN and Neonatology GPCME 
This seminar aims to provide family physicians with an update on the newer 

developments in Obstetrics, Gynaecology and Neonatology. The highlights in 

this meeting include topics on Noninvasive prenatal test and HPV vaccination. 

Our speakers will also cover topics on Infections in pregnancy and congenital 

skin lesions in the newborn. To register, please email pgmi.courses@sgh.com.sg.  

Basic Course in Clinical Skills in Dermatology 
The basic course on clinical skills in dermatology recognises the varying extent 

and depth of undergraduate education in dermatology among the various medi-

cal schools. This course will furnish the medical students, medical officers and 

residents with the knowledge base, clinical skills and a framework in the ap-

proach to patients with a dermatologic problem.  

For more information, please email pgmi.courses@sgh.com.sg.  

UPCOMING  

EVENTS  

23RD  

JULY  
1ST 

13TH 

14TH 

22ND 

29TH 
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SGH as the largest acute care hospital in Singapore, serves people from all walks of life including those 

in the lower income bracket. Annually, our medical social workers help hundreds of needy patients, 

who very often have exhausted all options and are in need of financial assistance for their medical 

treatments. With the increasing number of needy patients and their families seeking assistance, at 

least $500,000 is required each year to ensure that the fund is sufficient for our needy patients’ usage. 

Every dollar raised for SGH Needy Patients Fund provides interim support to our patients and their 

families who required assistance for medical consumables to ensure our patients are able to 

reintegrate back into the community with the necessary treatment and care. Your generous donation will provide patients in need 

with items such as ventilators for asthma patients and stoma bags that the patient will be grateful for. All donations received will be 

managed and administered by SingHealth Foundation, an Institution of Public Character (UEN Number T02CC1576B) under Ministry of 

Health.  

 

To contribute, please detach and return this form to:  

Singapore General Hospital, c/o SGH Development Office, 167 Jalan Bukit Merah, Tower 5, #03-11, Singapore 150167 
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