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Case 16

78 year old Chinese female.
Left breast lump, excision biopsy.
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Diagnosis, case 16

• Left breast lump, excision biopsy:

Ductal carcinoma in situ, low to 
intermediate nuclear grade, papillary 
and cribriform architecture, with focal 
necrosis and scattered calcifications, 
39mm, ER+, PR+.

Atypical lobular hyperplasia.

Radial scar involved by DCIS.
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Papillary DCIS

➢ Formerly termed intracystic papillary carcinoma.
➢ Consists of DCIS lining fibrovascular cores, devoid of myoepithelium 

but contained within a duct with preserved surrounding 
myoepithelium.

➢ In addition to the conventional solid, cribriform, and micropapillary 
patterns, papillary DCIS may appear deceptively bland with a 
stratified spindled, compact columnar, or dimorphic pattern.

➢ The dimorphic pattern features a second population of epithelial 
cells with clear cytoplasm, which may mimic myoepithelium; this 
can be resolved with myoepithelial immunostaining which will be 
negative.

➢ Papillary DCIS may rarely occur in isolation.
➢ More commonly, it is one of several architectural patterns in a case 

of DCIS.
➢ Like all types of DCIS, papillary DCIS is graded on the basis of the 

nuclear atypia of the neoplastic epithelium.
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Thank You


